Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 STATE 153275 
60 

ORIGIN AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EB-11 L-03 COME-OO OPIC-12 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 TRSE-00 
/075R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W : MGWY GANT : RCB 
8/3/73 X-23066 

APPROVED BY AF/W :RKSHERWOOD 

003257 

R 032030Z AUG 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 153275 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BFOL, DM 

SUBJECT: INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL PROJECT 
REF: COTONOU 1126 

1. DESKOFF CONTACTED BOTH ROSS OF IHC NEW YORK AND DAHOMEY 
EMBASSY TO ASCERTAIN CURRENT STATUS OF IHC PROJECT FROM 
WASHINGTON END. 

2. ROSS AND DAHOMEY EMBASSY BOTH AGREED IHC CANNOT PROCEED 
FURTHER IN ABSENCE MRGD REPLY TO IHC PROPOSAL CONTAINED IN 
MARCH 19 LETTER SENT FROM ROSS TO AMBASSADOR ADJIBADE. 

LETTER INDICATED CONTINUING IHC INTEREST PROVIDED MRGD 
AGREED TO LESS ELABORATE HOTEL AND IHC PROPOSALS ON 
MANAGEMENT FEES. 

3. HARRIS, KERR, AND FORSTER REPORT. ACCORDING TO ROSS, 
REPRESENTED ONLY "ONE-EIGHTH OF TOTAL FEASIBILITY STUDY." 

COPY OF THIS REPORT WAS ENCLOSED WITH MARCH 19 LETTER. 
DAHOMEY EMBASSY FORWARDED COPY OF REPORT TO MRGD IN MARCH, 
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BUT ALSO SENT SECOND COPY BY AIR MAIL TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
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COTONOU ON AUGUST 1. IHC FEELS IT CANNOT PROCEED WITH 
REST OF FEASIBILITY STUDY UNTIL IT RECEIVES MRGD ANSWER TO 
ITS PROPOSAL CITED PARA 2 ABOVE. 

4. ROSS ASSURED DESKOFF IHC WILL PROCEED ONCE MRGD 
DECISION KNOWN. HE HAD NOT RECEIVED MINISTER KOFFI 
LETTER OF JULY 24, MENTIONED REFTEL, BY MORNING OF AUGUST 
3. ROGERS 
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